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2024 tree handplant order forms are available! Preorder by December 15th. 

If you want tree rows for spring 2024 call 701-776-2207 ext. 3 or stop by our office. 

 2023 planting season consisted of 37 sites totaling 
154,957 linear feet of trees and 155,100 feet of fabric.  
That’s over 300 rolls! There was once again a 2 week 
late start on planting due to snow storms, waiting for 
soil temperatures to rise, and waiting for trees to ar-
rive from the nurseries, but some dedicated tree crew 
help allowed for early mornings and late evenings in-
cluding weekends to finish in a timely matter by the 
June 1st planting deadline.   

 Tree Planting alone was a total of 16,960 trees cov-
ering 61.40 acres of land. In addition, there were over 
5,000 hand plant pre-ordered trees, plus those sold at 
the tree sale held in June.  I already have a list of 22 
people wanting trees planted for next year and am 
currently working on those tree plans for next year. 

 There is a cost share opportunity available through 
the NRCS’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) with a signup deadline of September 22nd, 
2023.  If approved, these are to be scheduled for 
planting in spring 2024 or 2025.     NRCS EQIP signup deadline:  

September 22nd, 2023 

Cost share on trees for 2024-25 is 

an option through is program.  
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Oppen’s are Presented          
Conservation Award 

 Glen and Sadie Oppen received our plaque for the 2022 Conservation Award at our 

summer picnic last month. They were recognized at the National Convention last No-

vember for their outstanding conservation efforts and accomplishments for implementing 

a one pass cropping system along with planting cover crops for better soil health and ex-

tra grazing.  They have put in new fences, wells, water tanks and pipeline to get fresh 

water to pasture and to graze cover crops.  Their farm and ranch are located west of 

Rugby, where they have and are currently using the NRCS EQIP and CSP programs 

along with USFWS to better enhance their cropland and rangeland.   

 The Plaque is sponsored by both Bremer Bank and Merchants Bank.  Pictured are 

Bremer Bank Representative Josh Mattson (Left) Glen and Sadie Oppen (Center) and 

Merchants Bank Representative Kasey Okke (Right) 



Schmaltz’s Receive Tree 
Maintenance Award 

 Darold and Tara Schmaltz (Center) received our plaque for the 

2022 Tree Maintenance Award at our summer picnic last month. The 

plaque is sponsored by both Bremer Bank and Merchants Bank.  

Bremer Bank representative Josh Mattson (Left) and Merchants 

Bank Representative Kasey Okke (Right).   



  Pierce County SCD has a tree moving service available.   

  The following pricing is for each tree and includes a $4 per loaded mile 

rate. (with tree) 

   $55.00 (1-5 trees) 

   $50.00 (6-10 trees) 

   $45.00 (11+ trees) 

  Tree spade use is best when trees are dormant in the spring around April 

and in the fall in September and October.  

  It is encouraged to have trees flagged that are to be moved and have flags 

marking their new location.  

 In drier areas, watering trees and watering at their new location is recom-

mended as it makes the moving process easier in hard ground and allows for 

better root establishment. 

  The maximum size of trees able to be moved is 4.4 inch trunk diameter or 

smaller. (Roughly 10 foot tall or smaller for most trees) 

 Marking underground utility lines before digging is required. Land-

owners need to call 811 or obtain an online ticket on the NDonecall web-

site prior to trees being moved.  

 If you are looking to have trees moved call 701-776-2207 Ext. 3  

  

Tree Spade Moving Service 

Now booking for Spring 2024 





This article is published every so often in the newsletter. It will 

remain in the newsletter each quarter, it is  

THAT IMPORTANT TO MANAGE YOUR TREE FABRIC 



Tree Of the Quarter 

Cultivated Variety: Homestead Hawthorn 

Water and Soil: Prefers well-drained soil and is drought tolerant 

once established.  Works well in a 6G Conservation Tree and Shrub 

Group (CTSG). This includes soils with thin top soil layer and gravel 

sub soil.  

Crown Height:  15-30 feet  

Crown Width: 15-30 feet  

Description: Broad, round, low-branched tree with hardiness zone 3.  

Wildlife:  Preferred nesting cover for songbirds, Fruit eaten by game 

birds, browsed by deer.  

 

 

  



 

 

Arnold Hawthorn Continued…. 



 







2023 DISTRICT SERVICES AVAILABLE 

(Prices subject to change) 

 
Tree planting  (Conventional planter for tilled or no-till sites)  

        $ 35.00 per 100 linear feet 

        $ 200.00 minimum charge 

 

Hand plants  Bare Root stock  $2.00 per tree  

 25 Count Bundle  $40.00/per bundle/same species.  Tall stock trees (2-3’) $5.00 each (no bundle price) 

 

Fabric Weed Barrier Service    A six-foot wide strip of synthetic barrier applied after the trees are planted  

 $ 55.00 per 100 linear feet  

 $ 250.00 minimum charge  

            

Fabric/Staples                                                                      $0.15/Staple or $70.00/box of 500 

 $0.30 per foot (6’ wide)  or  $125.00 per 500’ roll 

 

Tree Mats   (available upon request)       $  4.00 ea. (6’ x 6’ / 8 staples) 

 $  3.00 ea. (3’x3’ / 5 staples) 

 

Tree Tube Protectors $  5.00 each (5’ protector) (+ tax) 

 $  2.50 each  (2.5’ protector) (+ tax) 

 

Tree Spade (moving trees)  (Plus $4 / loaded mile)  $  55.00 each /move 1-5 trees 

  $  50.00 each / 6-10 trees 

  $  45.00 each / 11 or more                                                                                                   

Plantskydd Deer/Rodent Repellant ( + tax ) 1 lb. Soluble Powder Concentrate  $29.95 

                      1 Qt Pre-mixed Spray  $21.95 

                     1lb Shaker      $14.95 

                      3.5 lb. Shaker     $26.70 

                  8 lb. Shaker     $49.95 

 

Water saver kit           $26.75 

Stock Tank Critter Ramp          $75.00 each 



 Plantskydd is a repellant available to you from us to help protect your tree planting.  Available as a 

granular, pre-mixed spray or concentrated powder form, Plantskydd can be applied on and around your 

tree plantings to deter animals such as deer, rabbits and mice before they start becoming a problem.  

Once applied, Planyskydd can last up to six months in the summer and 3 months in the winter.  It is a 

good alternative to using fences and tree protectors. Plantskydd is listed on our hand plant order form and 

can be purchased at Rugby’s NRSC/SCD office located in Hartley’s Mall. 126 2nd Ave. SW Suite 104 or 

call 701-776-2207 ext. 3  Prices are listed on the previous page.  

 

Environment Friendly. 100% natural  

• Non-toxic 

• No synthetic additives 

• Not harmful to humans 

• Rain fast in 24 hours.   



 

The North Dakota Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program  
Dan Duchscherer  

Private Lands Biologist  
J. Clark Salyer NWR  

  

In 1987, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service initiated the North Dakota PFW Pro-

gram.  Since then, this program has assisted private landowners, on a voluntary 

basis, with the restoration, enhancement, and development of thousands of acres 

of wetland and grassland habitats throughout the state.  The PFW Program is 

driven by the belief that flexibility is the key to accommodating the needs of both 

wildlife conservation and sustainable agriculture.  A key component of PFW’s 

success is our flexibility with designing, funding and implementing conservation 

practices.  Oftentimes, decisions on whether to move forward with a project can 

be made immediately.  Landowners work directly with an individual PFW biolo-

gist to identify actions that provide benefits for wildlife as well as the landown-

er.  For example, wetland developments often provide waterfowl production habi-

tat and benefit livestock with additional water sources.  Rotational grazing sys-

tems enhance native prairie plant communities as well as improve livestock per-

formance by improving food sources.  Grassland restorations provide immediate 

benefits to ground nesting birds and are greatly valued by ranchers as premium 

livestock pasture.  These types of mutually beneficial projects are essential to an 

effective ecosystem conservation effort.   

The three primary restoration and enhancement activities in the North Dakota 

PFW Program include grassland seeding, managed grazing systems, and wetland 

restoration.  

 
1)  Grassland seeding primarily involves the seeding of cropland back to a mix 
ture of grasses and forbs.  The North Dakota PFW Program provides up to 100%  



reimbursement for grass seed cost.  The incentive to the landowner is they may 

graze the planting anytime or hay it after July 15th.  

2)  Grazing Systems  primarily consists developing the infrastructure for rota-

tional grazing.  The North Dakota PFW Program provides up to 100% reim-

bursement for fence material along with 50%-60% of the cost for water devel-

opment (wells, pipelines, water tanks etc.).  The incentive to the landowner is 

better grass management and livestock production.   

3)  Wetland restorations primarily consist of plugging surface ditches with an 

earthen- dam.  The North Dakota PFW Program provides 100% of the restora-

tion cost.    

PFW works with a wide variety of partners to implement voluntary wetland and 

grassland conservation projects to help ensure a sustainable future for rural 

communities, agricultural producers, landowners, and wildlife alike.  Interest 

and participation in conservation measures and programs has increased dramati-

cally in the last 20 years.   Landowners have become more and more aware of 

the higher value placed on their land when conservation measures are imple-

mented as well as the importance of their role in resource conserva-

tion.  Working alongside a PFW biologist, landowners voluntarily develop pro-

jects, participate in their completion, and gain mutualistic benefits for their op-

erations and the wildlife.   This takes it beyond the initial government program 

and turns it into part of the local landscape.  There is a pride in ownership that 

allows the benefits of the project to continue well beyond any timeline estab-

lished on paper. As a result, thousands of acres of valuable habitat have been 

improved for current and future generations to use and enjoy.    
For more information on the North Dakota Partners for Wildlife Program con-
tact Dan Duchscherer at (701)537-3349. 



Ducks Unlimited (DU) biologists assist producers in adopting a variety of conserva-
tion practices that are beneficial to their bottom line. For example, DU supports pro-
ducers with cost-share to convert marginal cropland back to grassland. Additionally, 
DU provides cost-share for producers to put in fencing, water sources, and other in-
frastructure to implement rotational grazing systems. Livestock are moved among 
multiple paddocks to allow pastures to rest and grass to recover, replicating the be-
havior of bison herds that once intensively grazed prairie uplands for short periods 
of time before moving on. Pastures revitalized through rotational grazing are health-
ier and more resilient to drought. The enhanced grass growth also provides better 
upland cover for nesting ducks and other wildlife. 

 

Working Lands Grazing Program: Producers have the ability to increase produc-
tivity of grassland acres while also increasing herd size using rotational grazing sys-
tems. Through Ducks Unlimited’s Working Lands Grazing program, landowners can 
obtain cost-share for installing grazing infrastructure that facilitates rotational graz-
ing. Rotational grazing systems revitalize upland acres in North Dakota that benefit 
prairie, livestock, wetlands and wildlife. Landowners with marginal cropland can uti-
lize cost-share to replant degraded acres to a diverse, native grass stand intended 
for grazing. 

 

Cover Crop and Livestock Integration Project III (CCLIP3): Short-term voluntary 
program that offers opportunities to improve soil health and functionality by incorpo-
rating reduced tillage, cover crops, and livestock integration on croplands. These 
practices help restore soil organic matter, increase soil aggregate stability, reduce 
soil compaction, and increase water infiltration. Technical assistance and cost-share 
is available for grazing infrastructure on cropland such as fencing, wells, pipeline, 
pumps, and water tanks. CCLIP3 also offers cost-share on cover crop seed includ-
ing those tailored for grazing, wildlife, aerial seeded and more. 

 

Grassland Enhancement Project Phase II (GEPP2): Provides grazing incentives 
for lands open to the public, including State School Trust Lands, Waterfowl Produc-
tion Areas, and PLOTS. GEPP2 offers cost-share on grazing infrastructure with the 
objective of improving soil health on pastures, providing reliable water resources on 
leased land and increasing plant diversity utilizing planned rest and recovery on 
paddocks to improve drought tolerance. 

 

Working Grassland Partnership (WGP): WGP provides producers with voluntary 
options to develop expiring or expired CRP acres into livestock grazing systems. 
WGP promotes livestock grazing as a management tool for improving grassland 










