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Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (eQip)

What is EQIP?

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
offers technical and financial assistance for working lands,
including field crops, specialty crops, organic, confined
livestock and grazing, and non-industrial private forest
land.

Rather than take land out of production, EQIP helps
farmers maintain or improve production while conserving
natural resources on working landscapes.

What are the Benefits?

EQIP may provide many benefits, including improved
water and air quality, conserved ground and surface
water, increased soil health and reduced soil erosion
and sedimentation, improved or created wildlife habitat,
and mitigation against drought and increasing weather
extremes.

For example, EQIP can help you:

+ Reduce contamination from agricultural sources,

such as animal feeding operations.
« Efficiently utilize nutrients, reduce Input costs and

reduce non-point source pollution.

* Increase soil health to help mitigate against
increasing weather volatility and improved drought
resiliency.

How Does EQIP Work?

EQIP supports producers who improve and sustain
natural resources on their operations by implementing
structural, vegetative and management practices.

For example, if you want to use EQIP conservation
practices to improve irrigation efficiency, renovate
pastureland or nutrient and pest management on your
eligible land, NRCS offers technical assistance, and
EQIP offers financial assistance through a contractual
agreement,

How Long is an EQIP Contract?

The length of an EQIP contract can vary depending on
your goals and timeline, but cannot exceed 10 years.
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TOP TEN
EQIP Practices in North Dakota
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Wetland Wildlife Habitat
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Migratory Bird
Resurgence Initiative

New Opportunity
The Migratory Bird Resurgence Initiative is a new funding opportunity
available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

How It Works

Producers within the Prairie Pothole Region of North Dakota that have
unmanipulated wetlands of two acres or less within working cropland will
be able to sign up for this new opportunity, NRCS will work with applicants
to determine which wetlands are eligible based off the National Wetlands
Inventory. Once the wetlands are deemed eligible, producers will then need to
decide which level of management is appropriate for their operation.
Contracts can be up to five years in length.

Level 3 Practice Option

Practice 644 - Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
Level 3, Years 1-5: $177.28 per acre
The majority of North Dakota contracts will fall under the “level 3"
scenario where excess wetness during the early planting season often causes
ag producers to seed these small areas after the initial seeding date resulting
in soil compaction, reduced hydrology, and limited crop success. If a producer
chooses Level 3 an agricultural crop or annual vegetation will be allowed to
persist providing food and cover essential for migratory birds on wetland where
hydrology will be maintained.
Crops seeded during initial planting and annual vegetation will not be harvested
during the primary nesting season as identified by the habitat evaluation guide.
This allows for successful nesting and brood rearing. Producers will be
required to monitor the wetland to (with supporting photo documentation)
demonstrate that wildlife habitat has been improved to levels consistent with
management goals/objectives, as well as observed use of the wetland habitat by
wildlife.

For More Information

Additional scenarios are available. Please contact your local
USDA Service Center for more information regarding the
Migratory Bird Resurgence Initiative.
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Eligibility
Requirements

To be eligible for the Migratory
Bird Resurgence Initiative,
wetlands must be:

* Cropped Wetlands

* Two acres in size or less as
identified on the National
Wetlands Inventory

* Intact Hydrology

* Monitoring will be used to
determine if the hydrology
remains intact and cover
is adequate and free of
invasive weed species.

Monitoring

Examples of monitoring include
but are not limited to: photo points
with comparisons to surrounding
wetlands, documentation by
regeneration or breeding success,
completing an annual management
records log, documenting wildlife
sightings, documenting location
and species of invasive plants

and condition of vegetative and
structural treatments,

Sign-up period: February 15, 2023,
through July 14, 2023 (or until
funds are expended.)

MBRI applications will be
processed in the order they are
received up to the application
cutoff date of July 14, 2023.

Approved Locations: Counties
within the Prairie Pothole Region
of North Dakota.
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Environmental Quality Incentives | 7{
Program (EQIP) Funding '

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
is making funding available for agricultural
producers and forest landowners nationwide to
participate in voluntary conservation programs
and adopt climate-smart practices.

The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provided
an additional $19.5 billion over five years
for climatesmart agriculture through several
of the conservation programs that USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
implements. NRCS is making available $850
million in fiscal year 2023 for its oversubscribed
conservation programs: the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) and
Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP).

Q. How does this IRA funding benefit
North Dakota farmers and ranchers?

In addition to the regular allocated
funding, there is an additional 2.1 million
available in the EQIP program and an
additional 4.8 million available in the CSP
program. A select list of practices and their
facilitating practices are eligible for this j
sign-up. The full list can be found here:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzv2hs8.

Natural Rescurces Conservation Service

1

The FY23 EQIP-IRA will be implemented
through the ACT NOW application process (Title
440 Conservation Program Manual Part 530.37).
ACT NOW allows NRCS to immediately approve
and obligate a ranked application in a designated
ranking pool(s) when an eligible application
meets or exceeds a state determined minimum
ranking score. This means no longer having
to wait for all applications to be reviewed and
preapproved in a ranking pool.

EQIP Application Sign-up period: February 15,
2023, through June 9, 2023 (or until funds have
been expended).

EQIP Application

Q. How do | apply for EQIP?

Contact your local USDA Service Center
and let them know you are interested in EQIP.

A conservation planner will work with you to
determine your eligibility. NRCS accepts EQIP
applications year-round and funding is provided
through a competitive process.

If you are new to working with USDA, you will
need to establish your Farm Record with the Farm
Service Agency (FSA). Establishing a Farm Record
requires several forms and documents, so make
an appointment with your FSA office as soon as
possible.

For More Information

Please contact your local USDA Service Center for
more information regarding the EQIP program.
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This article is published every so often in the newsletter. It will

remain in the newsletter each quarer, it is
THAT IMPORTANT TO MANAGE YOUR TREE FABRIC

TREE FABRIC
MANAGEMENT

WEED BARRIER IS AN AID.........
NOT A CUREALL

Weed Barrier is an excellent option to aid in the control of
weeds around new tree plantings for a successful growth.
It saves time and money and if youw are considernng a new
tree planting, | highly suggest considenng having it in-
stalled.

HOWEVER THE FABRIC MUST BE REMOVED/CUT BACK AS THE TREE GROWS

Itis recommend inspeciing your fabric once a year after snowmelt and before tree growth. Every & years
you should create relief cuts with a box cutter on two or four sides of the tree trunk as needed. Care
should be taken so as not to damage the tree. If the tree becomes qgirdled by the fabric (or othertree
roots) and doesnt have room to grow the tree will suffer limited growth and may die aliogether. Atree
that becomes stressed due to girdling can grow around the fabric edge. This creates instability/
weakness in the trunk and can result in premature death from winds and imbalanced weight.

As were are out and around the country side we have been trying to keep our eyes out for thesetree

plantings and stopping in to mention this, please spread the word! Call the Pierce County SCD if you
have any questions regarding this.

If you have had trees planted with fabric five or more years ago and haven’t taken a
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Tree Of the Quarter
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Allan Brossart Is Presented
with Conservation Award
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The Plaque is sponsored by Bremer and Merchant
Bank Representative Pete Burgard, Allan Brossart,




Heldlebaugh Receives Tree
Maintenance Award

Mi chael and Deanna Hei dlebaugh recei
Mai ntenance Award at our summer picni
sored by both Bremer Bank and Mer cha
Bank representative Pete Burgard, Mi
resentative Josh Mattson
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