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New Employees in the NRCS Office
Hello everyone, my name is
Becky Watkins. I am the Farm Bill
Specialist located in Rugby, ND
covering Pierce and McHenry
counties.
I am from LaMoure, ND where I
grew up enjoying the outdoors
hunting, fishing, and camping.
After high school graduation, I
attended Bemidji State University
and received a Business Management B.S. I shortly realized that I
wasn’t completely satisfied and
had an itch to move west so I went
to a community college in Powell,
WY where I explored the Bighorn
Mountains, Yellowstone NP, and Grand Teton NP exclusively and earned a Natural Resource A.S.
In Powell, I was able to take opportunities in wildlife, ecology, and botany experiences within
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. I always had passion for the outdoors, but here is where I
dove in headfirst, and my mentors pushed me to further my education; so, I attended South Dakota State University to receive a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Science, taking any wildlife opportunity that arose. After graduation, I moved to Medford, OR to work on a wildlife study with the
threatened Northern Spotted Owl; subsequently moving to northern Minnesota to work on a
spruce grouse study. During this time, I was offered a job with Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) in Bismarck, ND. I enjoyed my time with APHIS but couldn’t pass on the opportunity with the Soil Conservation District to get my hands dirty again and put conservation on
the land.

•
•
•
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February 8th
March 8th
April 12th

May 10th
Meetings are at 8:30
a.m. and are held in
the USDA conference
room

District Staff
Andrew Oksendahl
-District Technician 126 2nd Ave. SW Ste. 104
701-776-2207 Ext. 3
SCD Board
Supervisors
James Teigen
Joey Fritel
Dan B Brossart
Deb Hauser
Dallas Hager
News from NDSU Extension:
Pierce County Ag Improvement
Meeting February 18th, 2022.
9:00 a.m. at the Rugby Eagles
Club. See back page for details!
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I started this position in December 2021. I look forward to building relationships with producers and assisting them in implementing conservation practices to reap the benefits and ultimately reach a healthier ecosystem. My goal is to find a balance between the producer’s profit and a
healthy, diverse ecosystem to keep the prairie alive.
In my spare time, I am often exploring the world around me with my golden retriever. A few
of my favorite hobbies are bow-hunting, photography, swimming, camping, and reading.
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Improvement Meeting

2022 tree handplant order forms are past due but can order with limited availability!
Anyone wanting tree rows machine planted spring 2022-23 call 701-776-2207 ext. 3

New Employees
My name is Kayla Quintero and I'm the new
Agronomist in the Central Sands CDU! Here’s a
little bit about me:

When I was two, my family moved from London, Ontario to Miami, Florida. I got my Environment and Sustainability degree at Cornell University (Go Big Red!) in Ithaca, New York. Before
graduating, I spent a semester in central Florida
for a space crop production internship at Kennedy Space Center. This is my first “real” job, and
I’m so excited to help spread conservation practices and make a difference.
I live in Rugby now, with my two guinea pigs
named Pilar and Bug whom I love with all my
heart. I spend my free time playing video games,
mostly Animal Crossing and Guitar Hero. If
you’re ever in the office, ask me to make you some
Cuban coffee!
My name is Grace Lautenschlager and I am the
new Soil Conservationist in Rugby. I grew up on a
small ranch outside Glenburn, ND before moving to
Fargo to attend NDSU in 2017. I graduated in 2020
with my B.S. in Biological Sciences and in 2021 with
my Masters in Natural Resources Management, my
main interests were soil science and ecology. Summer
of 2021, I completed my Pathways Internship with the
NRCS after having worked in Valley City and Towner
before transitioning to full time after graduation.
My husband and I moved to Rugby this winter and
both enjoy outdoor activities like camping, hiking,
fishing, hunting, etc. I also enjoy reading, gardening,
traveling, learning new things, and spending time
with friends and family. Both of my parents are from
the Glenburn area. My dad is the fourth generation to
live on our family farm and my sister and I are the
fifth. My fiancé also grew up on a ranch, so we both
enjoy being able to be a part of my parents’ opera-

Meadowlark Initiative FAQ’s
New program looks to convert crop acres into prairie habitat
The North Dakota Game and Fish Department announced a new statewide strategy that teams landowners, conservation groups, scientists, and others in a collective effort to save native grasslands . The Meadowlark Initiative is intended to provide landowners a one-stop
-shop for programs and practices available through various private, state and federal conservation partners to help establish and manage
diverse native perennial grasses, install grazing infrastructure and develop working grasslands for sustainable livestock grazing. On the
next page are some FAQ’s about the program.

What types of practices are available through the Meadowlark Initiative?
There are a variety of practices available through the Meadowlark Initiative: Native and tame grass plantings, Prescribed grazing,
Fencing, Water development (including wells, pipelines and pumping plants), Prescribed burning, Brush management (invasive shrub/tree

removal in grasslands, Wetland restoration and enhancements, Rental payments (Landowners may be eligible to receive a rental payment
for the first three years when marginal cropland is planted to diverse native perennial grasses while the land is not generating income
from farming or grazing. After the grass is established, the landowner will not receive rental payments, but the land may be used for grazing.), Many of these practices are available through the various conservation partners and USDA’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).

Who is eligible for the Meadowlark Initiative?
A unique feature of the Meadowlark Initiative is the variety of private, state and federal partners involved. Most producers, farmers
and ranchers will be eligible for many programs offered through the Meadowlark Initiative. If RCPP funds are used, participants must meet
eligibility requirements as defined by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. If a landowner does not meet eligibility for RCPP,
the landowner may be eligible for other partner programs and is encouraged to explore other options.

What is the enrollment process for Meadowlark Initiative?
Because the Meadowlark Initiative involves many different conservation partners, landowners may inquire about practices and partner
programs whenever. Landowners may submit a Meadowlark Initiative Landowner Interest Form at any time. When submitting a form,
landowners should have their land description and location and other information available. Landowners should have a general idea of
what they are interested in, but it is not necessary to have specific practices identified at that time. Form submissions will be reviewed by
partners

periodically to determine which practice or program is best suited to assist them and what kind of practices are common for

the habitat in their area. Landowners can contact any of the partners, county USDA service center office staff or the North Dakota Game
and Fish Department for a landowner information packet or to submit a Meadowlark Initiative Landowner Interest Form. Landowner information packets are available from all partners and available electronically at gf.nd.gov/meadowlark-initiative/partners

How long is a Meadowlark Initiative contract?
Because the Meadowlark Initiative involves many different partners and features, lengths of contracts may vary. RCPP funded contract
lengths may be up to 10 years.

Am I required to participate in research or monitoring?
An important element of the Meadowlark Initiative is to advance grassland ecosystem recovery through continued learning, including
science and education. Landowners are encouraged to visit with a conservation partner to discuss soil health, wildlife response and habitat monitoring as part of the overall Meadowlark Initiative, however, landowners are not required to participate in any such activity.
Landowner participation with research and monitoring will improve knowledge and help measure the benefit to grassland birds, pollinators and soil health and to help evaluate land-use decisions by landowners to improve conservation programs for the future.

Tree Spade Moving Service




I want everyone to know the Pierce County SCD has a tree moving service
available.
The following pricing is for each tree and includes a $4 per loaded mile
rate. (with tree)
$55.00 (1-5 trees)
$50.00 (6-10 trees)
$45.00 (11+ trees)













Tree spade use is best when trees are dormant in the spring around April
and in the fall in September and October.

It is encouraged to have trees flagged that are to be moved and have flags
marking their new location.
Watering trees and watering at their new location is recommended as it
makes the moving process easier in hard ground and allows for better root
establishment.
The maximum size of trees able to be moved is 4.4 inch trunk diameter or
smaller. (Roughly 10 foot tall or smaller for most trees)
Marking underground utility lines before digging is required. Landowners need to call 811 or obtain an online ticket on the NDonecall website prior to trees being moved.
Anyone looking to have trees moved for spring or fall 2022 can call us at
701-776-2207 Ext. 3

This article is published every so often in the newsletter. It will
remain in the newsletter each quarter, it is
THAT IMPORTANT TO MANAGE YOUR TREE FABRIC

Tree Fabric
Management
WEED BARRIER IS AN AID………
NOT A CUREALL
Weed Barrier is an excellent option to aid in the control of
weeds around new tree plantings for a successful growth.
It saves time and money and if you are considering a new
tree planting, I highly suggest considering having it installed.

HOWEVER THE FABRIC MUST BE REMOVED/CUT BACK AS THE TREE GROWS
It is recommend inspecting your fabric once a year after snowmelt and before tree growth. Every 5 years
you should create relief cuts with a box cutter on two or four sides of the tree trunk as needed. Care
should be taken so as not to damage the tree. If the tree becomes girdled by the fabric (or other tree
roots) and doesn’t have room to grow the tree will suffer limited growth and may die altogether. A tree
that becomes stressed due to girdling can grow around the fabric edge. This creates instability/
weakness in the trunk and can result in premature death from winds and imbalanced weight.
As were are out and around the country side we have been trying to keep our eyes out for these tree
plantings and stopping in to mention this, please spread the word! Call the Pierce County SCD if you
have any questions regarding this.

If you have had trees planted with fabric five or more years ago and haven’t taken a
look, it may be a good time to check them this year and cut slits as needed.

Tree Of the Quarter

Related Species: Laurel Willow

Urban/Recreational: Very Attractive by its looks and colors.
Great for shade. Works well in windbreak shelterbelts.
Crown Height: 40-55 feet
Crown Width: 40-55 feet
Description : A large low-branching tree forming a broad
round-topped crown with slender, drooping branches. Often
Planted as a yard tree.
Wildlife: Deer may browse on twigs and foliage. Great for
wildlife cover. Buds and twigs are favored by upland game
and song birds. Also preferred by fur-bearing mammals.

Golden Willow Continued….

2022 DISTRICT SERVICES AVAILABLE
(Prices subject to change)

Tree planting

(Conventional planter for tilled or no-till sites)
$ 30.00 per 100 linear feet
$ 200.00 minimum charge

Hand plants Bare Root stock $1.75 per tree
25 Count Bundle $35.00/per bundle/same species. Tall stock trees (2-3’) $5.00 each (no bundle price)

Fabric Weed Barrier Service

A six-foot wide strip of synthetic barrier applied after the trees are planted
$ 55.00 per 100 linear feet
$ 250.00 minimum charge

Fabric/Staples

$0.15/Staple or $60.00/box of 500
$0.30 per foot (6’ wide) or $125.00 per 500’ roll

Tree Mats (available upon request)

$ 4.00 ea. (6’ x 6’ / 8 staples)
$ 3.00 ea. (3’x3’ / 5 staples)

Tree Tube Protectors

$ 5.00 each (5’ protector) (+ tax)
$ 2.50 each (2.5’ protector) (+ tax)

Tree Spade (moving trees) (Plus $4 / loaded mile)

$ 55.00 each /move 1-5 trees
$ 50.00 each / 6-10 trees
$ 45.00 each / 11 or more

Plantskydd Deer/Rodent Repellant ( + tax ) 1 lb. Soluble Powder Concentrate $29.95
1 Qt Pre-mixed Spray $21.95
1lb Shaker

$14.95

3.5 lb. Shaker

$26.70

8 lb. Shaker

$49.95

Water saver kit

$26.75

Stock Tank Critter Ramp

$65.00 each

Plantskydd is a repellant available to you from us to help protect your tree planting. Available as a
granular, pre-mixed spray or concentrated powder form, Plantskydd can be applied on and around your
tree plantings to deter animals such as deer, rabbits and mice before they start becoming a problem.
Once applied, Planyskydd can last up to six months in the summer and 3 months in the winter. It is a
good alternative to using fences and tree protectors. Plantskydd is listed on our hand plant order form and

can be purchased at Rugby’s NRSC/SCD office located in Hartley’s Mall. 126 2nd Ave. SW Suite 104 or
call 701-776-2207 ext. 3 Prices are listed on the previous page.

Environment Friendly. 100% natural
•

Non-toxic

•

No synthetic additives

•

Not harmful to humans

•

Rain fast in 24 hours.

